INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION SECTION

Introduction

The International Cooperation Section remit is that it “provides cpportunities for participation in
international cooperation projects, promotes awareness of intermational issues, provides a
mechanism for addressing and responding to the needs of international members, and fosters
communication in the international library area.” In this report of the Section’s activities and
achievements during 2006-2007 two things will be clear. Firstly, the Section works in very large
part in collaboration with libraries and many individuals from arcund the world who are active in
international aspects of medical librarianship — and particularly with the issues surrounding
development. The second is that the Section may provide a focus and general encouragement,
but that MLA's real and significant achievements in the international arena. As outgoing chair |
would like to thank the |CS committee and all my fellow section members who have made my
wvear so memorable. Itis always dangerous to single out individuals, but Ellen Sayed does
deserve speacial mention for her effective stewardship of the Section’s Newsleffer. The Section,
and myself personally, also benefited hugely from the support and general competence of MLA
Executive Director Carla Funk; Carla is deeply committed to supporting international medical
librarianship and has been a staunch supporter of both OCS and the Librarians Without Borders
initiative

Recruitment, Membership and Leadership in the Profession

The Librarians Without Borders task force has made remarkable progress dunng the yvear
under review, and although it is an altogether separate entity there is substantial overlap
between the task force’s membership and that of ICS. Many of its achievements can with
Jusiification be taken as achievements of the Section also. Without wishing to duplicate the
annual report of LWEB chair Marcus Banks, there are several items that deserve mention. |t
gave me considerable pleasure as a compatriot, the MLA's new award for international efforts
should be named in honour of T Mark Hodges. | was one of many newcomers to MLA whose
path was smoothed by Mark’s consideration and thoughtfulness and it is good to see him
honoured in this way. The sponsored training programme is also a major achievement for both
bodies and is descrbed elsewherea in this report.

Life Long Learning

Much of the Section’s work is connected directly and indirectly with continuing professional
development and lifelong leaming. The maost notable achievement for the Section durng the
wear was the negotiation of an 520,000 sponsorship from publishers Elsevier to finance a
programme of training in support of the HINAR] programme.  Extended training sessions will he
held in eight countries in Africa, Asia and Latin America, and there will also be an international
course run via email. The project leader is Lenny Rhine, a veteran of the ICS Sister Library
programme and so much else concernad with medical library development and suppaort in
Africa. and he will be assisted by collaborators in the UK and Africa. Effective training in these
programmes has been shown to be by far the most effective way of increasing take-up and
usage; it also supports the position of our professional colleagues in their institutions and brings



associated benefits in improved teaching, evidence hased leaming and practice plus more and
more effective research.

Advocacy and Represeniation

One of the roles that the Section and its membership plays, is to represent MLA, either officially
or de facto, at international meetings of medical and health information professionals.

IFLA: Several members of the IFLA Section of Health and Bioscience Libraries are also active
members of the Section, including its chair 8and former ICS chair) Bruce Madge. This is
reflected in the sessions organised at the annual IFLA conference. In 2006, a very successful
session on the Informationist featured a pnel entirely consisting of MLA and 1S5 members,
including MLA President Jean Shipman. At the 2007 meeting, a paper on the work of the
Likrrarians Without Borders Task Force will be presentad by ICS members.

EAHIL: Atthe hiennial EAHIL conference in Cluj-Mapoca, Romania the MLA's official
representative was, for the first time, Becky Lyon, a long-standing 1CS member. Becky
represented us at the formal events during the conference and as has become traditional
attended the EAHIL Council meeting.

AHILA: Another biennial conference, this time of the Association for Health Information and
Libraries in Africa, took place in Mombasa, Kenya in October. Another former ICS chair, Lenny
Rhine, attended on hehalf of MLA with his customary energy and lack of ceremony extended
the role to minute-taker, technical support assistant and anything else that needed doing. A full
report of the conference appearad in the Newsleffer and it was a truly eye-opening, educative
and inspiring expenence for every delegate.

ICML: MLA and ICs have for many vears been degply involved in the organization and staging
of the International Congresses on Medical Librarianship. The 2009 congress will be in
Brishane, Australia. Preparations are already well under way, and very many 1CS members are
involved. With the 2000 MLA meeting set for Hawaii, it looks like being a good year for air
miles and a bad year for budgets.

HLA: | was pleased to represent ICS at the Health Libraries Australia meeting which took place
in Sydney in association with the Australian Online conference, presenting a paper on the
United Nations” HINARI programme highlighting the contribution made by MLA members
collectively and individually.

Creating and Communicating our Knowledge

As Chair-Elect, Marcus Banks helped coordinate an exciting panel discussion for the
International Cooperation Section program for the 2007 Meeting on the theme of "The
Information Revolution Goes Global: Increasing Information Access in Developing Countries.”
Co-sponsors of this session include the Public Health/Health Administration and YVeterinary
Medical Libraries Sections, and the Outreach Special Interest Group.

Building a Network of Pariners






